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leered for labor in the USSR in 

l^^P^fWJStfl^aftaifeSrived at 

- - 5 - **+■ TH ■■ 


July 19,40. y _ August 19U3. having spent one night at Vladi- 

■Okhotsk (^3”-l > uoon arrival in Ohkotsk the group were assigned 

vostok en route, ioneaiaoexy u - n . . ,£ n 0 ne hundred members of 

MdSEf S^teS-ti- 

gation , physical checks, and customs clearances. 


svsxv 5w 


During early August 

OhcnrJin for -an unto™ ^nation. ^IZ ^ r^s. During 19US, ap- 

becauseofanepi^aictypeu^ , oE fr0D chongoin, »nsan, 

S?£5£ eh 1P via Vladivostok to Kamchatka. 


There ms no other Koreans in Kusdoriske than the 1 ^ ore ^ ®“®!* 

T 1 ^rtri^TSfSdi“iduairnmil E MSSi <1 KEI, had lived‘in Kasahhstanj 
he^siSf KSdirJ^ toWly December 19U9 and made a speech to the Kerens 
iScSrtom that herofld take care of all Korean nationals In the 
area/ KIM also 2 distributed a North Korean newspaper every ten days . There 

*. » t ■ArtT'S f i /»a I nf*i *1 AAT* *5 H GSCh Of *bll© 51i xXS* 


area. ■» also distribute ^cai JScir S eSh oT Welh fishing dis- 
IScto J So orlliet t^™to" the Koreans were ordered to listen to 
special broadcasts from Pyongyang . 
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Korean vrorkers at Okhotsk were permitted to go into town after working hours, 
and there was no curfew. It was not necessary for workers to have special 
passes or to show identification unless there was some sort of disturbance. 
Their assignment was to clean and pack fish. During the winter months, how- 
ever, when the water froao, they were sent to the mountains to cut wood to 
Make boxes for shipping the fish. Some 1±0 of then were sent to Transinga 
about pO miles north of Okhotsk, to work as "volunteer 1 * woodcutters. 


6 a The Koreans each received as wages, before their departure from Korea, 1200 
North Korean won,-* 50 kilograms of rice, one pair of shoes, and a military 
uniform. They were promised 300 rubles3 more upon the completion of eight 
months 1 work. Upon their arrival in the USSR, however, 370 rubles was de- 
ducted from their wages as payment for clothing, and an additional 300 rubles 
as payment for rj.ee. Since some of the party bad not enough rubles to make 
■ such payments, they extended their service in the USSR. Then departing after 
. a year and a half, the worker might have as much as 5,000 North Korean won. 
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Kuzderiske is the main plant for the 16 Pishing District and receives about 
20 vessels a month in its harbor. These craft, all Soviet, bring in wheat 
flour, canned goods (occasionally of American manufacture), and sugar, and 
take out fish. During the months from December to March there isTLittlo traf- 
fic, mostly of Soviet and Korean -workers returning to their home ports of 
Vladivostok and Chongjin. 

The population of Okhotsk, in addition to the Korean laborers and tne Soviet 
natives, includes many Tatars (about four percent of the population) . They 
are all fishermen. andLown their own small craft. About two percent of the 
population arc ledins®, who resemble Koreans. They are fishermen but do not 
own their own boats and in the winter cut firewood and lumber in the nearby 
forests and bring it to the port on sleds. There are no Mongols or Jaranese 
in the town. 


11 o Until January l?!#, rationing was enforced in Okhotsk, but after that date 
everything could be bought freely. Meat, butter, and American arid Canadian 
canned goods were very plentiful, but fresh fruit, medicines, and vegetables 
were hard to obtain. Pishing nets were imported from Dairen, salt, packed in 
straw sacks, from North Korea 0 There were many cheap cigarettes. Prices in 
December 19h9 were four rubles for a kilogi-am of wheat flour, eight rubles 
for the best brand of cigarettes, three or four rubles for ordinary cigarettes, 
and 300 rubles for a jacket and trousers. There was a black market which was 
run F^§§ieT2^>tf 12WS5 primarily in 

meat, fish, and rdlk„. Prices contro ^- eci the government. 
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Comments This is apparently in Okhotsk. The name of the plant was 
in Nnslish. as Kakduriske, Kufcderiske, and Kuzderinko. 
it is probably Xuzderentsld Rybkolkhos (Kuzderentski Fish Collective) <, 

I Comments A Soviet map of Primorski Krai indicates the existence of 


■SSSTH^dng districts but no exact boundarids are shown, 

i comments North Korean' non in l$h9 were approximately Us to the ruble. 
Che rE«* arbitrarily set at k to the tfS doll 

Joments This anno is Apparently source *s rendition of Yakuti* a 
tr£bcT 

Comm ent } This may be 2>lotoi 0‘golden^ District, 
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items such peri. 1^3 5 

through' government sales • 


, : id pastry were available in plenty but only 


In Fishing District 13* American sugar was rationed . In April 1 9h9» a Korean 
fishing- employee who was standing in line to collect his ration, was staobed 
by a Soviet (no details given). The Soviet was imprisoned# 


Magadan, a ten-day voyage by sea from Okhotsk, has a naval base end an air- 
-.trio * Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers were reported in the haroor. 
Japanese Rfs were kept in Magadan, employed as dock workers, stevedores, and 
in" similar iobs# Those who were seen by travelers in the area appeared health* 
V “and content# About 1,000 were observed, in platoons, each platoon guaraec. 
w two Soviets » It was stated in Magadan that many Japanese war prisoners 
were wor king in a coal mine about four miles northeast of the town. 


In December 19U9, the Okhotsk airstrip, about a mile north of 0,cnofcsk, was a 
restricted area. Planes observed on the field at that time included 30 twin- 
engine planes, apparently heavy bombers, vd.th plastic noses, nacelles pro- 
truding slightly in the roar, and three -bladed propellers; a mail plane from 
Khabarovsk; and a number of seaplanes resembling Catalina PBIs# Seven or 
eight of these last were seen daily. Over 6 o emplacement® for antx-axrcraft 
min's located around the strip were built of concrete and covered with earth 
and sod, but no guns had been installed and the emplacements were nou guarded. 
Similar gun emplacements were visible all around Okhotsk and along the road to 

Amerikanka. 


About 30 miles north of SingaJ there is a gold and platinum mining area which 
was restricted, said which foreigners were not allowed to enter. On the basis 
of the Xarpe quantities of foodstufi sent * there by dogsled during the win: er 
months, it was estimated that the gold mine employed several thousand workers. 
Residents of this area Tffere allowed to visit other areas freely* 


16. Personnel identified in the Okhotsk area included? 


Andwn KIM ( 4 oA a Soviet citiaen of Korean origin, political 

officer Fishing District 16; age about liO; married, v/ith one son and one 
daughter; described as 3 feet 6 inches tall, slight build, big round eyes 
dark complexion, and gold— iilled teeth. 


b, 


Tr , pyopr-ho (§C % % )* Korean interpreter for Fishing District la; age 
about 29* vefy t aii, slender , and of athletic build, with a long face and 
a very dark complexion; single; boxing champion; Korean nationality but 
looking like & JiovieOo 


Nikolai Fedor , 3 Soviet, supervisor of Fishing District 16; ago 39; married; 
tall ’and fat, with a big nose and fair complexion; mustache. 


.3 FV , Kwan-ho (/£" A ), North Korean worker at Chongjin, speaking fluent 
d* KIL Kwan-no V # /O ** *lHn,wnd & sallow comolex- 


RuJrJnTZe 21 ; boyish looking, with soft skinTand a sallow complex- 
ion; single. 


17. 


The fishing plant in Fishing District 35 was built by Japanese about 1935 and 
-till employs Japanese workers* Too Japanese names appearing on official 
documents were 5HIBORORA and LICTSUBIDIU . The plant is a restricted area. 

18 • Soviet workers from Siberia in Okhotsk coul^ return home upon completion of 
” * bh ; ir employment contracts without special permission. The factory in wtc.cn 
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